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The 2015 program year was an exciting time for ArtsConnection. We were the recipient 
of two new four-year U.S. Department of Education grants for Bridges, an early 
childhood initiative linking the study of puppetry with literacy, and Digital DELLTA, 
which takes our work with English Language Learners to middle schools where 
students extend their work in dance and theater to the creation of digital portfolios. 

Our residencies took place in 106 public schools across the five boroughs. Our 
work in musical theater to educate and nurture children on the autism spectrum 
reached students, kindergarten through high school, at partner school P94M.  
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To ensure the arts are an essential part 
of education, ArtsConnection connects 
performing and visual artists with children, 
teens, families, and schools in creative 
partnerships for teaching and learning. 

Our afterschool teen programs saw an expansion of the Teen Reviewers and  
Critics program and the growth of our Teen Advisory Council, with its members 
serving as ambassadors at our benefit and at all ten of our Student Art Program 
exhibition openings. 

The renewed commitment to arts education on the part of the Mayor and 
Chancellor Fariña resulted in new funding initiatives that benefited our programs 
and arts instruction throughout the City. 

ArtsConnection’s work would not have been possible without the support of 
the public, private and individual supporters listed at the end of this report. 
Their partnership makes everything that we do for the children of New York City 
achievable. Thank you all.
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ArtsConnection by the Numbers

Statistics above reflect ArtsConnection’s activity from September 1, 2014 — August 31, 2015

Hours of student instruction taught by practicing artists  
in theater, dance, visual arts, music and media 

NYC students participating in-school and afterschool  
arts programming

Free and discounted tickets from major cultural and 
performing arts venues made available to teenagers 
through our High 5 Tickets to the Arts program

NYC classrooms served

Participating NYC public school educators attending 
professional development sessions

613 Student artworks — from 61 NYC public and middle and  
high schools — professionally framed and exhibited in 
corporate offices throughout NYC

Partner-schools with customized artist residency programs 
designed to complement each school’s unique curriculum 
and student needs

Youth serving organizations partnering in our  
High 5 Tickets to the Arts program

Years of keeping the arts central to the lives of NYC’s  
public school students, their schools and communities
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What it is Who it serves Why it matters

school programs

• Theater
• Dance
• Music
• Visual Arts
• Media

Children pre-k — 12 ArtsConnection (AC) programs  
impact the intellectual, social,  
and emotional development  
of students in NYC’s neediest  
schools and communities.

Special Initiatives

DELLTA English language learners  
and their teachers

English language learners develop 
crucial vocabulary and communication 
skills while teachers build curriculum 
across disciplines.

Special Needs Arts Children (pre-k — 12th grade) 
with significant physical and 
developmental challenges

Special needs students increase 
independence and confidence, 
strengthen communication skills and 
build social-emotional awareness.

Digital DELLTA Middle school (6th — 8th grade) 
English language learners

Through theater and dance residencies, 
ELLs document their process through 
digital media portfolios while building 
English language and 21st-century skills. 

Bridges Kindergarten — 2nd grade 
classroom teachers, arts specialists, 
literacy coaches and ESL teachers

Through puppetry residencies and 
workshops, educators develop new 
teaching strategies to advance the 
literacy skills of their students.

Teen Programs

• High 5 Ticketing Program
• Teen Reviewers and Critics 
• Student Art Program

Young people 13 — 18 yrs Teens develop independence and 
awareness of cultural opportunities 
throughout NYC, building and gaining 
critical thinking and writing skills.

Professional Development

Classroom teachers, arts 
specialists, teaching artists, 
paraprofessionals, and arts 
educators and researchers 
nationwide

AC engages with educators to keep 
their skills current and expand their 
knowledge and practice.
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Bridges, a research grant funded by the U.S. Department of Education, is a four-
year professional development program for kindergarten — 2nd grade classroom 
teachers, arts specialists, literacy coaches and ESL teachers. Teaching artists 
collaborate with these educators, enriching the ELA curriculum with puppetry 
skills such as acting/vocal and physical expression, playmaking and adaptation, 
design/artistic choice, playwriting, directing and performance. As a result, 
classroom teachers identify and implement strategies to provide multiple entry 
points to literacy practices for their students. Bridges is based on the sequential 
puppetry curriculum at PS 130 in Brooklyn that has been developed through nine 
years of collaboration with their pre-k — 5th grade teachers.

Bridges: Bridging the Achievement Gap 
through Puppetry
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“I enjoyed 
learning about the 
different types of 

puppets and the artistic 
techniques that can be used 
when creating puppets.  It 

was also wonderful to be at a 
Professional Development that 

addressed developmentally 
appropriate practice.”

—Classroom teacher



Student Art Program
Participation in this exhibition program is a coveted honor for students in public 
schools across New York City. The teens exhibit their artwork in corporate office 
settings, hosted by our corporate sponsors, transforming art from a subject 
studied in school into a professional endeavor. For many SAP participants, the 
program is an entry point to our other teen programs. This year we showed over 
600 artworks in 10 year-long exhibitions. Each exhibition has a reception and 
awards ceremony, enabling the artists, their families, teachers and corporate hosts 
to celebrate together. For the young artists, the sense of accomplishment gained 
from this experience opens up a world of possibilities, encouraging the pursuit  
of their artistic talents, as well as the discovery of their unique artistic voice. 

MS 266/School’s Out New York City (SONYC)   
As part of a city-wide effort to increase access to afterschool programs for  
middle school students, ArtsConnection, with support from the NYC Department 
of Youth and Community Development, partnered with MS 266 in Brooklyn 
to develop a rigorous program offering dance, music, theater and media. 
The program provides opportunities for youth to explore their interests and 
creativity, building skills that support academic achievement, and cultivating 
youth leadership and community engagement. 
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ArtsConnection Operating Budget FY15*

*Preliminary & unaudited. Complete audited financial statements may be obtained  
by contacting us: info@artsconnection.org

7

TOTAL 
EXPENSES 
$4,947,237 

10%
15%

8%

27%

12%

18%

10%

Federal 
$ 491,134

Special 
Events (net) 

$ 725,917 

Other/ 
In-kind 

$ 406,320

NYC Dept.  
of Education 

$1,348,008

City/State 
$606,120

Foundations/ 
Corporations 
$923,436 

Individual 
$ 483,088 

20%

80%

Supporting 
Services 

$973,986 

Program 
Services 
$3,973,251 

TOTAL 
REVENUE 
$4,984,023 



ArtsConnection 
Across the City

Manhattan
P.S. 6 • P.S. 33 • P.S. 59 • P.S. 124  

• P.S. 150 • P.S. 397 • Central Park East II  

• City-As-School High School  

• Fiorello H. LaGuardia High School  

• Global Technology Preparatory  

• Lower East Side Prep High School  

• M.S. 324 • M.S. 514 • P 226  

• Satellite Academy • The Children’s 

Workshop School • The Earth School  

• The Neighborhood School  

• The High School of Fashion Industries  

• The Spectrum School P94M at P.S. 15,  

P.S. 51, P.S. 188, P.S. 276, P.S. 340, P.S. 361,  

P.S. 397 • Thurgood Marshall Academy  

• Tompkins Square Middle School

Brooklyn
I.S. 30 • I.S. 96 • I.S. 171 • I.S. 220 • I.S. 562 

• J.H.S. 14 • J.H.S. 240 • P.S. 15 • P.S. 32  

• P.S. 38 • P.S. 69 • P.S. 130 • P.S. 160  

• P.S. 167 • P.S. 193 • P.S. 197 • P.S. 206  

• P.S. 222 • P.S. 230 • P.S. 233 • P.S. 261  

• P.S. 325 • M.S. 88 • M.S. 266 • M.S. 422  

• M.S. 598 • Brooklyn High School for  

the Arts • East New York Middle School  

of Excellence • Lyons Community  

High School • Mott Hall IV Middle School  

• New Heights Middle School

Bronx 
I.S. 219 • I.S. 181 • M.S. 5 • M.S. 228  

• P 188 • P.S. 14 • P.S. 49 • P.S. 160 • P.S. 314  

• Bronx High School for Visual Art  

• In-Tech Academy • Morris Academy 

High School

Queens
I.S. 5 • I.S. 77 • I.S. 93 • I.S. 109 • I.S. 127  

• I.S. 185 • I.S. 189 • I.S. 194 • I.S. 200  

• I.S.208 • M.S./H.S. 309 • P 9 @ I.S. 5,  

P.S. 58, P.S. 209, P.S. 268, P.S. 882 • P.S. 13  

• P.S. 19 • P.S. 50 • P.S. 68 • P.S. 91  

• P.S. 111 • P.S. 153 • P.S. 215 • P.S. 229  

• P.S. 239 • Corona Arts Academy  

• Epic High School North  

• Queens Children’s Psychiatric Center  

• Townsend Harris High School

Staten Island
P.S. 6 • P.S. 9 • P.S. 16 • P.S. 48
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Board of Directors

ArtsConnection Supporters
(Donor List September 1, 2014 — August 31, 2015)

Many thanks to all of our generous supporters. Due to space limitations, we cannot 
list all donor names here, but all of your contributions are deeply appreciated.

In-kind donations:
Tickets for our High 5 Tickets to the Arts Program provided by 110 arts & cultural 
partners. Subsidized studio space provided by A.R.T./New York Creative Space 
Grant, supported by the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.

$250,000+
New York City Department  

of Cultural Affairs
NYC Department of Youth and 

Community Development  
(4-year grant)

U.S. Department of Education  
(4-year grant)

$100,000+
Booth Ferris Foundation  

(3-year grant) 
Centerview Partners 
Eton Park Capital Management
Ford Foundation
Myrna and Freddie Gershon
The Emily Davie and Joseph  

S. Kornfeld Foundation  
(2-year grant)

Tracey and Robert Pruzan
 
$50,000+
Linda LeRoy Janklow
New York State Council on the 

Arts (3-year grant)
Time Warner Inc.
Univison Communications Inc.

$25,000+
Altman Foundation
Bank of America
Barker Welfare Foundation  

(2-year grant)
Emily and Len Blavatnik
Citi
Corvex Management 
Robert Downes
HBO
Robert S. Kaplan
LionEye Capital Management 
David Monn
Lisa and Richard Plepler
Saban Capital Group
Soroban Capital Partners 
Tsunami Foundation – Anson and 

Debra Beard, Jr. and Family
Stephanie and Harry Wagner
Warner Bros.

$10,000+
Arlene and Alan Alda
Jurate Kazickas and Roger C. 

Altman
Anonymous

Debra and Leon Black
Denise and David Chase
Con Edison
Corbin Capital
Elaine Dannheisser Foundation
The Dinyar and Aashish Devitre 

Foundation
Discovery Communications
Disney ABC Television Group
Linn and Robert Feidelson
Emily and Harold Ford, Jr.
The Ganek Family Foundation
NYC Council Member Daniel  

R. Garodnick
Gilder Foundation
Andrea Glimcher
Keith Haring Foundation
Lisa Hedley
NYC Council Member Vincent 

Ignizio
Lynne Katzmann and Edward 

Goodell
NYC Council Member Brad Lander
Kekst and Company
Kylin Management 
Bill and Sheila Lambert

Lisa Plepler, Chairman
Linda LeRoy Janklow,
	 Founding Chairman
Robert A. Pruzan,
	 Vice Chairman
Robert W. Downes,
	 Treasurer
Theodore S. Berger,
	 Secretary

Patricia Morris Carey, Ph.D
Ada Ciniglio
Emily Ford
Andrea Glimcher
Louise Hartwell
Lisa Hedley
Lynne S. Katzmann
Richard Kirshenbaum
Stephen Levinson
Robert Lieberberg

Rachelle Hruska MacPherson
David Monn
Debra Harounian Peltz
Douglas Schoen
Stephanie Wagner
Hon. Tom Finkelpearl,
	 Ex-Officio

Steven Tennen, 
	 Executive Director
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ArtsConnection Supporters cont’d

ArtsConnection is the recipient of public funds from the  
NYC Department of Cultural Affairs in partnership with the  
City Council

Stephen Levinson
Penny and Robert Lieberberg
NYC Council Member Rosie 

Mendez
The Neuberger Berman 

Foundation
MacAndrew and Forbes 

Incorporated
Providence Equity Partners LLC
PwC
NYC Council Member Antonio 

Reynoso
Leslee and David Rogath
Douglas E. Schoen
Donna and Marvin Schwartz
Dr. Robert C. and Tina Sohn 

Foundation
Sony Corporation of America
The Harold & Mimi Steinberg 

Charitable Trust
Sullivan and Cromwell LLP
NYC Council Member James 

Vacca
Venor Capital Management
Vital Projects Fund, Inc.
Liza and Paul Wachter
Mark Wahlberg Youth Foundation
WME
Jane and Brian Williams
Susan and Benjamin Winter

$5,000+
Susan and Jonathan Bram
Dr. Patricia and Robert Carey
The Steven A. and Alexandra  

M. Cohen Foundation
Joan Ganz Cooney and Peter  

G. Peterson
Susan and Randy Falco
Esther Fein
Winston Fisher/Fisher Brothers 

Foundation
Bari and Neil Goldmacher
Newmark Knight Frank
Rachelle Hruska MacPherson
Richard and Dana Kirshenbaum

NYC Council Member Peter Koo
Suzie and Bruce Kovner
Linden Arts Fund for Children
Madison Dearborn Partners
Donald B. and Catherine C. 

Marron Foundation
Morgan Creek Foundation
Samuel I. Newhouse Foundation
Nielsen
Debra Harounian Peltz
Joseph and Amy Perella
Jordan Roth and Richie Jackson
Caryn Seidman-Becker and Marc 

Becker
Four Friends Foundation, Eva  

& Bob Shaye
Mrs. Alexandra Sheldon
Frank V. Sica
Jeanne S. and Herbert J. Siegel 

Philanthropic Fund
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett LLP
Kitty and Lewis Steel
Michael Sternberg and Donna 

Green
Televisa
Thomas H. Lee Partners
Lizzie and Jonathan Tisch
Paul Chan and Don Toumey
TPG Capital
Tim and Wendy Van Patten
Terence and Rachel Winter
Caryn and Jeff Zucker

$2,500+
Milton and Sally Avery Arts 

Foundation
Manhattan Borough President 

Gale Brewer
D’Addario Foundation
Marcella & Richard Dresdale
Pamela and Alec Ellison
Paul and Amy Fox
Arne and Milly Glimcher
Erik H. Gordon
Allen and Deborah Grubman

Diane and David Hess
The Isabel Foundation
Erica and Michael Karsch
Anton Katz
Jonathan A. Knee
Sacha and Rebecca Lainovic
Susan and Martin Lipton
Judith and John P. Mead
Clifford E. Muller, Esq.
Beth and Joshua Nash
Jason Newman
Steve Rattner and P. Maureen 

White Foundation
Stuart and Jackie Romanoff
Ronald McDonald House  

New York
Marshall Rose and Candice 

Bergen
Mrs. A. M. Rosenthal
Mara Sandler
Susan Wasserstein and George 

Sard
Susan and Stephen Scherr
Laura and Robert Sillerman
Sisley Cosmetics USA, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Stern
Turrell Fund
William D. Zabel and  

Ms. Deborah Miller
Gregg and Mariko Zeitlin
The Zelnick/Belzberg  

Charitable Trust

$1,000+
ABS Partners Real Estate
Anonymous
John R. Barber
Dick and Diana Beattie
Mark and Stacy Benhar
Asya and Ted Berger
The Bernstein Family Foundation
Hana Bitton
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Brickman
Andrew and Ellen Celli
Colin and Farell Diamond
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Daniel L. Dolgin and Loraine  
F. Gardner

Cheryl and Blair Effron
The Kenny and Wendy Epstein 

Charitable Fund
Bill Fischer
Arthur Fleischer Esq.
Erin and Jonathan Frankel
Nomi Ghez
Betsy and Davidson Goldin
Louise Hartwell
Michael Hecht
Lisa and David Hooper
Drew Katz
Mariana and George Kaufman
Cyndy and Anthony Y. Kim
Nicole Seligman and Joel Klein
MKDA, Inc.
Joele Frank, Wilkinson  

Brimmer Katcher
Stephen M. Kotran
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Kurz
Jane Lauder
Jo Carole and Ronald S. Lauder
The Lauder Foundation-Leonard 

& Evelyn Lauder Fund
Kate Lear
Lemberg Foundation
Richard and Ellen Levine
David Levinson
Carol & Albert Lowenthal
Jody Markman-Schneider
Raymond J. McGuire
Richard and Ronay Menschel
Lori Moore
Movado Group, Inc.
Brooke and Daniel Neidich
Esther Newberg
Nancy and Morris Offit
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Patricof
Kate and Brad Peck
Nora Ephron & Nicholas Pileggi 

Foundation
Paul Raether
Frank Rich

Rosemary Ripley
Elizabeth and Felix Rohatyn
Marjorie and Jeffrey Rosen
Michael Rozen
JoJo and Ellie Rubach
Ellin J. Saltzman
Alan D. Schwartz
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Sloan
Jaar-Mel and Pete Sloane
Dan Solondz
Stephen Stempler
Jeffrey Tannenbaum
Emily Hall Tremaine Foundation
Deborah and Kenneth Tuchman
Janice and Chris Williams 
Ellen and Joe Wright

$500+
Werner F. Ahlers
Anne H. Bass
Frances Beatty and Alfred Adler
Mr. and Mrs. James Block
Laura and Stafford Broumand
Robert E. Buckholz, Jr. and Ann 

Elizabeth Fontaine
Yvonne Y.F. Chan
Gretchen and Jay Clayton
Mr. and Mrs. Donald Cohen
Lloyd Bedford Cox, Inc.
Polly and David Downes
Cheryl Fishbein
Charles and Sharon Fox
Hilary J. Hendel
Marilyn Berger Hewitt
Laurie Katzmann
Sandy and James Kilts
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin V. Lambert
Milton Lee
Robert and Amanda Lowenthal
Ellen Chesler and Matthew Mallow
Henry S. Miller
Martha H. Morris
Toby and Rosalind Myerson
Scott Nammacher
Abigail Pogrebin

Michael and Vikki Price
Mr. and Mrs. Benjamin M. Rosen
Judith and Herbert Schlosser
Sam and Karen Seymour
Fred Schuman
Alan J. Sinsheimer
Danielle Steel
Anita and Byron Wien
Wayne M. Winnick
Sue and Lester Wunderman
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 www.ArtsConnection.org


